
Tie what your child is learning in school to your
family life by engaging in conversation.
• Discuss the impact a single family can
have on the world. Use Chinese dynasties as
an example of how people cannot choose the
family they are born into but can choose how
they function in that family and what they do
with their lives. Challenge your family to list
ways each member has impacted the lives of
others. Include extended family and even
ancestors from the past as you create your list.
Think of ways your family could make an even
bigger impact in your community.
• The Great Wall of China was built to
keep out invaders. Talk with your family
about the ways we are protected in America and
how that protection is different than that
of ancient civilizations.
• Design a family-made kite. Think about
the materials you would need to make the kite
and how the colors and design could represent
your family. Use Internet how-to videos to
design and construct your kite. Take a family
outing to a large field and test out your creation.

• The Silk Road was a trade route that
covered thousands of miles and stretched
from China to present-day Venice, Italy.
Examine a world map and imagine what
it was like to travel over so many miles to
buy and sell goods. Discuss which of the
countries between Italy and China you
would like to visit.
• Reflect on past times that your family
watched fireworks together. Discuss which
American and world celebrations still use
fireworks as a part of the festivities.
• Plan a time to eat Chinese food. Either
prepare a Chinese meal together or visit a
Chinese restaurant to sample various dishes.
Discuss how Chinese food is similar to or
different from the foods you enjoy from your
culture.
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How have the contributions of ancient China influenced the present world in terms of
architecture, written language, and inventions?

This chapter explores the geography of China along with its natural resources,
inventions, system of writing, and architecture. Students will gain an understanding of
how ancient civilizations existed around the world, as they compare and contrast
aspects of ancient China and ancient Egypt.
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